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SERMON 
Preached at the Aﬀfizes in 
St. Maries Church in Leicefter, 6c. 


Iaiah the r. 26. 


And 1 "will reſtore thy Judges as - the fo and thy 
Counſellors as at the rwards thou 


begin 
ſhalt be called the City of Right Righteo ffs the faith- 
ful City. 


T Hat was but here promiſed to the 
Jews, is, thanks to the Divine Provi- 
dence and the Care of our Gracious 

Kmg and Queen (as we hope) in a great 

mealure granted to us of this Age and —_— 

and of this Scripture may a the words 0 

our Saviour, concerning another Part of Fol 

Prophely ; this day is this Scripture fulfilled , 

and that not only in our Ears,but to our Eyes, 

we at this time beholding the happy Inſtru- 
ments of. our Reformarion, reſtoring to us our 
| A 2 juſt 
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juſt Laws and Liberties, even ſuch Judges as 
were at the firſt, as well as ſuch Counſellors 
2s were at the beginning; and therefore 
have good ground to hope our City ſhall 
become Righteous and a Faithful City ; that 
we ſhall be a Nation beloved of God, and pro- 
tected by him, and that in return thereto we 
at&t and live as thoſe wha prize theſe Mercies, 
and live up to thoſe great ends for which God 
hath done ſuch great things for us already, 
whereof we rejoyce, and not the leaſt, for 
this of the Text, that we have our Judges as at 
the firſt, and Counſellors as at the beginning ;. From 
which words, to adapt my Diſcourſe ta.the 
Time and Perſons preſent, ſhall conſider. | 

1. A Truth imply'd ; That the welfare and 
happineſs of a Nation, and particularly of this, 
greatly depends upon the having good Judges 
and wiſe Counſellors, 

2, I ſhall. conſider what is meant by Judges as 
at the firſt, and Counſellours as at the beginning, 

1. That the Proſperity of a Nation verymuch 
depends upon its having good Judges and good 
Counſellors. As to the laſt I ſhall not diſcourſe 

_ at this time, only this, that ſince the Wiſe man 
tells us, In the multitude of Counſellors there is ſafty, 
«ad where. there is no. Counſel the People fall, that 


without. 


63) 
without Counſel Purpoſes are diſappointed}, 
and that no great thing is to be taken-in hand 


but with good advice. Tis a happineſs to a 


People where their Prince maketh' choice of, 
and is advis'd by, wiſe Counſellors, fince for 
want thereof things are not ſeldom carried on 
at a.ſtrange rate; and meet with a Fate anfwer- 
able to ſuch raſh and unadviſed Undertakings. 
And did I think it convenient, I want not matter 
ro enlarge on this Point asto this Nation ; but 
*tis needleſs, ſince for the want of ſuch Coun- 
ſellors, or rather having liv'd under fuch a one 
as the Wiſeman mentions, Whoſe way is right in 
his own Eyes, hath not bearkened unto Counſels , we 
are ſufficiently. convinc'd of this Truth. And 
ſol paſs on to.the other Part of the Propoſition, 
Judges as at the firſt ; and that firſt in general, 


good. Judges do highly promote the Intereſt of. 


4: Nation. 


1. From the Juſtice of Divine - Providence ;: 


when Juſtice is ated, and Judges a& juſtly, 
when neither Bribery, nor Injuſtice, Oppreſlt- 
on, nor perverting of- Judgment are in a Na- 


tion, God hath promiled, yea, granted, Security 
to ſuch a People, and this I might make evi- 


dent:in that all Gods. promiſes are conditi- 
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onal, . and: that. as to National Concerns and 
Public. 
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Public Bleflings, we can have no aſſurance of 
the enjoyments of Proſperity, but by the 
living up to; the Rules ef our Profeffion, and 
chart *cis righteouſneſs that exalterh a Nation. 
T hat juſtice and righteous Judgment are com- 
manded and commended in Scripture, I hope 
none-will deny, and in this Sence our Caſe is 
like that of the Jews in the days of Samuel, If 
we ſhall ſtill do wickedly, we ſhall be conſumed both 
we and our King, and particularly in the caſe of 
doing Juſtice and executing juſt Judgment, 
the Scriptures are plain, ſince this hath ftop'd 
and removed Judgments ; and the want thereof 
caus'd God todeal ſeverely with his People: Of 
many ſuch places, I ſhall beg leave to remind 
you of ſome ſew, Deut. 16. 18, Judges and Of- 
ficers ſhalt thou make thee, in all thy Gates, and 
they (ball Judge the People with juſt Judgment ; Thou 
ſhalt not wreſt Judgment, thou ſhalt not reſpe&} Pers 
ſons, neither take a Gift, ----» that which is altoge- 
ther juſt ſhalt thou follow, that thou mayeſt live and 
 inberit the Land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 
No ſecurity of. a Nations, Proſperity like the 
due and impartial-executing of Judgment-and 
Juſtice 3 Juſtice which: at once- adorns. and 
upholds the State, JuſticethatEſtabliſheth the 
Throne and exalcedt.a- Nation, i Juſtice that 
| Bond 
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Bond and Ligament of Society, which holdeth 
theBuilding all rogether.So that there is no ſurer 
Symptoms of a decaying State then the want 
of due Adminiſtration of Juſtice, and when 
ood Judges are turn'd out, we may ſay as 
Eliſha {aid of Elijah ; Ab the Horſes and Chariots 
of Iſrael ; yea as if the Ark it ſelf was gone, the 
Glory of Iſrael is departed. Hence the Prophets 
term'd ſuch Times evil Times, and fuch Crimes 
Crimes of a high and provoking Nature, Amos 
$.12,13. For 1 know your manifold Tranſgreſ{a- 
ons, and your mighty Sins ; they affli® the juſt, they 
take 4 bribe, and they turn aſide the poor in the gate 
from their right. Therefore the prudent ſhall keep 
fulence in that time, for it is an evil time, Alas ! 
Alas! What can that Nation expect, where 
ſuch Judges are ? or what can they do to avert 
thoſe Judgments they feel or fear ? nor can they 
have any hopes of being happy,unleſs they fol- 
low the advice before fubjoined, even hate the 
evil, and love the good, and eſtabliſh Judg- 
ment in the Gate : and then it may be that 
the Lord God of Hoſts will. be gracious with 
the Remnant of Joſeph. In vain we boaſt and 
think our ſelves fecure as living under a Happy 
and Eaſy Government, prote&ted by good and 
wholeſome Laws, and above all, baving Gods 


true 
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true Religion profeſs'd and maintain'd amongſt 
us, ſince all this ſignifies nothing, unleſs as the 
Prophet adviſes, v. 24; We'let Judgment run 
down as waters and Righteouſneſs as a mighty ſtream. 
The due and impartial Adminiſtration of Jus 
Rice is that which hath removed Judgments, 
and when Phineas executed Judgment, the 
Plague was ſtayed : this can only ſecure to a 
Nation the Providence of God, - without which 
our Riches, our Strength, our Wiſdom, our 
Forces at Sea, or at Land, will ſtand us in no 
| Read; if God be onour fade we need not fear 
what Man can do againft us 3 nor can we take 
any berter courſe to have God on our fide, 
than by taking heed to doJuftice : then,and not 
cill then will God pour out his Bleſſings upon 
us, Jer. 7.5. If you throughly execute Judgment 
between a Man and his Neighbour : If ye oppreſs not- 
the Stranger, and the Widdow, and ſhed not 'mmcent 
Blood in this place, then will T cauſe you to d'welt in 
this place in the Land 1 gave to your Fathers for ever 
and ever, the ſame is repeated, Cap. 22: with: 
this-promiſe, v. 4. For if ye do this thing indeed: ; 
then ſhall there enter in bythe \Gates, Kings fitting 
upon the Throne of David, riding in Chariots - and 
en Horſes, be and his Servants, and his People, but if 
ye will not bear. theſe words T ſwear by my* ſelf faith 


the 
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_ the Lord, that this Houſe ſhall become a Deſolation ; 
To name no more;this is the laſt Remedy,this is 
the only way to ſtop or retftd an impending 
Judgment, Jer.5. 1. Ryn ze to and fro through the 
Streets of Jeruſalem,and ſee yow,and know,and ſeek 
inthe broad places thereof, if ye cap find a Many there 
be any that executeth Judgment that ſeeketh the Truth, 
and I will pardon it. * And that de fa#o, this is 
true, is obſervable of all Ages and People: God 
ever rewarding that Nation . with Profperity, 
which was {careful © ro obſerve public Juſtice, 
as -was eminent in the' Government of ' the 
Romans, ' who' as St. Auſtin obſerves were re- 
66mpenſed'to their keeping” Faith 'and doing 
Juſtice,” and'to the Jews God himſelf appears, 
as to the Truth of the Propoficion z viz, Thar 
the due Execution of Juſtice very-much tends 
tothe good and welfarg'of x People, Jer. 22. 
15.” Did na thy Father eat and drink, and ds Jude: 
ment and-Fuſtice, and then it was well with him ? "He 
Judged: the Cauſe of "the Poor. and: Needy, then it 
was well with him; - So much good, or'fo much 
evil, do good and evil Judges bring upon'a Na- 

.:-2.; Tis evident that good Jadges do pro- 
mote- the-Interef}of a Nation from the End, 
Office ah Authdrity -6f Judges. The End and 
V19Y? 2113 115 ODOT Y Lf HTLISTCON "Office 
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Officeof aJulg is to preſervePublic Peace,to ſee: 
that no Man luffer 1njury ;. that every. one en- 
joy his own ;. they are. for the praiſe of them: 
that do well-and. the puniſhment of. them that 
do. ill-;, now ik the Judges | be-,jcorrupt.or 
negligent in their Places, Virtue \will be 'dils. 
couraged; and' Vice grow .inſolent, and. the - 
Manners of Men. grow diffolute- and - licen- 
tious, . andthe hole Nation inja.ſhort time be 
 difarder'd/ and come: to Delalation. For 
where the: Magiſtrate fails in [his ,Duty, and 
is corrupt; Great Men will ſoon preſume of 
Impunizy,and mean.Ones bytheir Example will 
be.tramapling upon Authority, agd then a Mar 
tions-Cale 15 Ike that of the, Jewiſh Anarchy, 


*\ 


every one will do: what is right in his own. 
Eyes. . Judges and Magiftrates, as well as the 
Jupreme Powers, are ordained nat far. their 
won lake, ori the Peoples Safety, that they 
may have thoſe. ro whom. they nay. always 
reſort, and upon- .whole determinations they 
; may depend in all their Diffigulties,and Nee 
ce ities, ang to this F9d,2pd tor this, yeey: pur- 
poſe, hath God granted the Power and, Aus: 
thority, ang for this Cauſe we reverence them, . 
yield them Honour, and pay,them.,/Tributa, 
becauſe hey ans Gaps Mayen ERurgaed ; 
and;are continually; attending on this very. 
| ſame. 


- 


_ - 


(9) 
ſame thing, hence have they thoſe Appellati- 
ons of Fathers, intimarting that all good Ma- 
oiſtrates ſhould have a Fatherly Care over, and” - 
bear a Fatherly Aﬀection unto, thoſe, that are 
under them, they are allo termed Shepherds 
both in prophane and ſacred' Writ, and -ought 
to feed and defend their Flocks, and do that. 
to the State which David did to his flock, not 
ſuffer the Lyon or Bear to take or hurt 'one 
poor Lamb amongſt them. Indeed' this is. a 
Duty' weall- owe to-our Neighbour, butJudges 
and Magiſtrates are more eſpecially obliged 
to. uſe ——_—_— Ker Power, to let no 
opportunity flip, of helping thoſe to right that 
vole; eo' ftand bY their ood Nelak- 
bour, who by Great, Rich or Covetous Men 
are: oppreſſed, to protect them from Injuries, 
and to deliver thent out of the. hands of ſuch, 
asare-woo Mighty, or too Crafty for them, en- 
deavouring by force or fraud, to deprive them 
of their Lives or Livelitioods, evenſuch good 
Judges ſhall judge the People according to 
Right; and defend the Poor, they ſhall keep the 
ſunple Folk by their right, . defend the Children 
_ of: the poor, and' break in pieces the Op- 
prefior: In a word, the Magiſtrate is placed 
on- high, or purpoſt to take' notice of the 
| B 2 _ _ Actions 
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Actions and Demeanors of others, and to cen- 
ſure them ; and nothing leſs then a ſincere and. 
conſtant Adminſtration of Jyſtice will add 
weight to their Words, win Awe and Efteem 
to their Perſons, preſerve the Authority of 
their Places, put Life and Activity into their 
Spirits, and enable them chearfully to do the 
Work of their Calling, and thereby render the 
Prince and People Happy, there being (for 
want of Juſtice) no complaining in the Streets, 
And 3dly; This is evident from the contrary, 
nothing tending ſo much to the Ruine of ' a 
Nation, as corrupt Judges, who ſoon looſe that 
Authority and Eſteem which is due to their 
Places; for can thoſe Magiſtrates Condemn 
Injuſtice in others, of which they are ſo noto- 
riouſly Guilty themſelves, and when the Ma- 
giſtracy is contemn'd, the Prince by whoſe Au- 
thority they act,is not much valued,and the Go- 
vernment is unhinged, ſtands looſe and totter- 
ing,and ready to be diſſolved upon every Diſ- 
content. You know the Elders of Tſrael, thirſty 
after a Change of Government, but durſt ne- 
ver attempt it till the Sens of Samwel' by turn- 
ing aſide after Lucre, by taking Bribes, and per- 
verting Judgment,gave them too fair an Oppor- 
eunity to move it ; and I could caſily ſhew _ 
OOTY Evite 
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Evils. have enſued; upon the like occafions/jin 
other Nations ; To conclude in general,tha Res 
nefirs of good Judges are;.ſuch>and &;,,many 
that. no Nations can. be happy without: them, 
Theſe are they which; reprels, all Diſorders; 
project the Innocent, keep Peace, uphold (he 
Kings Throge, and.turn.away; GodsJudgrgegnts 
from, a Nation, and now what is ſaid of good 
Judges in general, is eminently true of , this Na- 
tion in particular,as may appear, from the, Na- 
ture of / our: Government, and the Laws:we.arc 
to be.govern'd by ; We of ;this Nation are-un- 
der ſuch a happy. Conſtitution, that, whatever 
is bad in all Gqyernments is excluded this. of 
oyrs,. and what is. good isincluded in, it. © For 
tho. we are.gavern'd by One, yet,'tis by Laws, 
made Authboritate Parliamenti, the. Legiſlative 
Power being, in the King, Lords and Com- 
mons... And the Efſentials,of,.this Goyernment 
are theſe two, That no Law can,be; mads;jpr 
repeal'd, or totally diſpens'd 'with, . but by this 
Power, _and "That the Kings govern according. 
tothe Laws they have made:3/and therefare.as 
we ſwear Allegiance to the. Prince accorg*1gth, 
Law, ſo the Prince allo. ties. himſelf. þy Oath. 
to govern us by Law ; now it. theJudges.a&t acs 
cording to Law, as by Oath they axe;2ound,no, 
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| Babjocs- can be: mitch injur'd/;and inthis Senſe, 
tAumbly' conceive; ib16/de/ underſtood that 
KAaxim« otif:Cotinwoh Law, that the King can 
do no Wrong; ſince; the Law being his public 
Will the” "Magiſtrate is:to-act by-that, tho the 
Prinee/4t4 fome-tiind ſhould corithand kim'ts 
2@-6therwiſe:>Thope T'neednot' prove- [that 
the Happinels of -this Nation cenhifts in' the 
Kings juſt -Governmient, and'the People's due 
fibjetion ; -when' Ithere-is no' Miftinderſtatid- 
ings-berweed 2 the Ptince 4nd! the-People, but 
. each-cofhenr-* _ make the 'Cotmonwealch 
:Happy 3 now this in'a-great' meaſure depends 
| upon Judges;who not only afift at the Making 
and Pennitig-of all Eaws)” butt are to kearand 
determine Conttoveifics berween: he Prince 
and'his Leige People; for tho it be our Duty ro 
-prels home Obedietice to- lawful Authority, 
*is the Judpes who' are" to-tell 'us © what: '©- 
betience- is due,” and they properly, and' not 
Divines, are to determine Points of this na- 
ture; it' is not for Divines (ſays the Learned 
Sandirſony- to meddle-in theſe Matters; whereof 
they're nor compete Judges, nor do they 
.come Within the compaſs of their —— 

.ought: ro be lefr co rhe cognizance and 
-rermination of Statesmen'and:Lawyers, who 
beſt 
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beſt underſtand: LY of., che Go- 
vernment,and the:Force and 6 ffeft of the Laws 
of their reſpe&ive Countries, /and are therefore 
preſumed, to bethe beſt ableto judge the one 
( (by Conltituriqn) i inwhpmcthe Sovereigaity re- 
liderh,.:and the other by Law) hoy the So: 
vereignity.is bounded and ligaigd in the Exers 
ciſe thereof, ©. 'Tis ſufficiently known che Mo- 
narchy. of; this Nation isdirnjted, .and mhat the 
Sovercign-has, be; hasRY Ia; 40d &Þ elame 
Law.which.g aye Slpglts Legal Preroga- 
tive, does allo as. .faxmly- ſecure; jo People ; 
their, juſt Libertcgagn and Prop $OPGIORG 5 eand;there 
i pong, hegaforakopyr ae hndry Coley | 
in whigh. the Subje&; JT— 
right and property!) may,;go' ta Tryal \with+he 
King, brigg his Action; and baye, Jadgmene- 
againſ;bim, zn big on, Cours 4: a9dghe judges 
in,ſpch\ Coles are beund..by: their  Qathacand | 
Dugigs to.right- the Parry: agcarding.to.Law; . 
agaioſt the, King, as wells againſt Js menneſk 
Subje&z. Now if: Sheyiaaneo ore etraengh 
Egap, asfher; PreffiromeAtyr enWilew! We 
may: caſily-conceive.what oiſeaighahey: + JAY + 
do.in the; Nation :\: on, «g9tgo94 zi G7 901)! 
to cur ode bazvilal (rov 20 06) a ebnes 
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2. The'Judges are Judges of ' Oyer and Ter- 
miner to hear all Cauſes,” and to determine ac- 
cording to the known and ſtanding Laws 
of the Land : So that each Man may have a 
fair Hearing, and probably a juſt determina- 
tion of hjs Matters. | Beſides, 'the Judges are 
Overſeers, and may hinder corruption in others: 
And here'l cannot bur rake occaſion to ſhew, 
how -out /Law- empowterh the [Judges of 
Alffize to infpe&t'> all! any "ways Re and 
if -they ' afe vareful: they” may regulate, \and 
in /2- great *meaſure eve” thoſe” Abuſes, 
which'-too - ofteti'#re inthe Grand -or: Petty 
Juty? iti the Acctiſer; Witneſs, Pleader, Ate 
rorney , and Fafctior C Gletks-arid arder .Officers : : 
fince «the: Judge 'is not only bound to pro- 
nounce- Sentefice according to Law, but. 'ris 
his Diry t0/ſe6 that'tiode' of his Subjects have 
Damage!” The Kings Majeſty, faysthe' Lord 
Coke, at” his Corogation;” is ſworn to do Juſtice 
to all his Subjects, which in' his own Perſon, tt 
is:3rapollible3ty perform j* ard - therefore Ks 
HiphaeſsiF conſtrained By his” Miniſters, « 
putits; >Juſtices and Judpes, 'to adininiſter Td: 
tice to his People ; unto them, and into their 
hands is (as it were) deliver'd the Kings own 
Adbh;/ec then thePignity and Charge ff uſtices 
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and Judges of Aſſize. Aſſignavimus vos Juſticia- 
rios noſtros,we have afſigned you our Juſtices, and 
you may adminiſter Juſtice unto our Subjects, 
then ({ays he) by the Kings Commiſſion, the 
Kings Oath is put into our hands; now he that 
does not forbid an evil, when he may, com- 
mands it. Judges then are chiefly entruſted with 
the Kings Laws, _—— a ſuperintendency 
over all other at the Aiſizes, whoſe duty is to 
ſee how others do theirs, and to find out what 
is amiſs in any, and to check and puniſh all 
as they deſerve, and ſurely when the Judge 
himſelf is juſt and impartial, the Acculer, 
Witneſs, Jurors, Lawyers, and all other in- 
ferior Officers, if they be not alſo juſt, will 
yet be afraid and not dare to act unjuſtly bare- 
fac'd and openly, many ſuch things l fear, 
want a Reformation, and good Judges are 
the Sanctuary.to which every injur'd Perſon 
flys in diſtreſs. For Princes be they never ſo 
good, yet cannot know their Subjects wants, 
they lee with others Eyes,and hear with others 
Ears, and are inform'd by others Tongues,and 
a&t by others hands; it cannot be ſuppos'd 
thoſe Conſtellations which attend the Southern 
Pole ſhould take notice of our Hemiſphere,.or 
intermix their influences with thole over our 
—_— poco © land, 


(16) 
heads, .cach' Agent muſt a& within the Sphere - 
of its a&tivity ; then'therefore the Reverend 
Judges, who by the benefit of the Circuit, 
have advantage of viewing the whole King- 
dom, and all che Corntrs thereof, may fee thofe 
Enormities wherewith atry Part is infeſted, 
and are the only Able and Authoriz?d Perſons 
ro apply their Remediag and thereby reſtore 
Church and State, Prince and People, yea the 
wholeNation to its Priſtine Heaith and Sound- 
neſs ; upon You chiefly depends the happineſs 
of this Nation, you who know our Laws, and 
have Power to put them in Execution ; our 
Laws ate made by Authority of Parliament, 
for the good of the People, but "tis you that 
pat life into them, which if not duly exectted 
are but dead Letters, ye are the legts Loquentes, 
and by the due and true Execution of our 
good and wholeſome Laws, you ſhall tree 
this Nation from infinite Mifchiefs, and ſecure 
to us all that is near and dear to us in this 
World ; and that it is fo, I myjght further ſhew 
from the Evils which have happen'd to this 
Nation by corrupt Judges; but ſuch Judges 
as we had lately, the late Beneplatiti, have 
out-done all their Predecefſors m this Point, 
and we need only call ro mind their nnjuſt and 
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illegal Proceedings, and the Slavery they, were 
bringing upon the Nation, and we mult needs 
conclude, that the happineſs of this Nation de- 
pendsupon ourhaving good and upright Judges. 
The Sum of, what I have ſaid is this, that 
good Judges are the Pillars, that bear up che 
State and hinder it from Diflolution ; thar is 
in them to make a Nation flouriſh, and a Peo- 
ple glorious, their Righteouſneſs exalting 2 
Nation, and their Sin a great reproach to any 
People, that by them, and their juſt» Judg- 
ment,the Kings Throne is Eſtabliſhed, and in a 
Sence made perpetual,-that 'tis in their Power 
to ſtop the Fury of God, and hinder or retard 
a direful Judgment, you may procure a-Bleſhng 
for a Curſe. More | might add, but I hope the 
preſent Judges, out of a conſideration of what 
they owe to God, to their Majeſties, to the 
whole Nation, and to their own: Conlciences, 
will ſo at; hear and determine all Cauſes ac- 
cording to the Word of -God, and the known 
and-{tanding Laws of the Land, allowing the 
King his Legal Prerogatives, and the Subject 
his.juſt /Liberty and Praperty, and in every 
Caſe pronounce ſuch juſt and righteous Judg- 
ment, that it may ſeem ineedleſs to ſpeak to 
the Ear, what in our days will be ſo viſible to 
| 2 "4 We 
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the Eye, we ſeeing our elves happy in that 
we have Judges at. the firſt, which brings 
me to them, who [ hope are come to us, jult 
Judges, viz, To ſhew you- what is meant by 
Judges as at the firſk and in this I ſhall be 
brief, and I ſhall firſ® conſider Judges 
as *at the firſt, in general, and ſecondly in 
particular, v. Judges as at the firſt in general, 
ſuch as God conſtituted at the firſt, and of 
theſe *tis requir'd, that they be Men of - Wiſ- 
dom and Underſtanding, Men- that fear-God 
and hate Covetouſnels, Men of Integrity and 
Courage, . Lovers of Truth, having no 
reſpe&t of Perſons, a word or- two of each 
Quality. 

1. fudges at the firft were required to be 
Men of Wiſdom: and Underſtanding, Dent. 1. 
13. Take ye Wiſe Men, and Underſtanding, and 
known among your Tribes, and I will-make them Ru- 
lers over you. And the charge which is ſubjoin- 
ed requires all Judges to be ſuch, even that 
they may be able rightly to judge. between 
their Brethren, and the Text tells us, the 
Cauſe which he knew not. he ſearched it our ; 
and he then acts as a Judge as at the firſt, who 
when be hath heard both Parties with equal 
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Patience, who hath duly examined the Wit- 
neſles, conſidering who they are, and whar 
they ſay, and well weighed all Evidences and 
Circumſtances, and trying all other juſt ways 
of finding out the Truth, then pronounceth 


Sentence accordingly. 
2. Judges at the firſk were required to be 
Men of Integrity. and Courage, Det. 1.16. 
And 1 charged: your Judges, ſaying, bear the Cauſe 
between your Brethren, and judge righteouſly between 
every Man and his Brother; and the Stranger that 
is with him, they {hall not reſpect - Perſons in 
Judgment, but they ſhall: hear the ſmall -as 
well as the great, good Judges, and ſuch as 
were atthe firſt; uſed Indifferency in the :Ad- 
miniſtration of Juſtice, 'confidering. the Cauſe, 
abſtract - from all Relation + but that of 
Right and Equiry, having no--reſpect of Per- 
ſons or. partial Inclination to any fide. i  _. 
3- Judges at- the ff were :to be: Men. of 
Courage, and indeed ' without this'Quality the 
Law grows weak, and uſcleſs 3 what-ſignify 
good Laws if . the _ Magiſtrate; have ' not 
Courage enough to put them. in;,Executiqn, 
ea for want of this, Magiſtracy becomes con- 
temptible, and the Oppreflors grow Inſolent, 


and like.thoſe in the Pjalmiſt, cry, who ſhall ſay 


unto - 
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wnto us, What do ye 2 We are Rich, we are Great, 
and whar Judges dare 'meddle with us, and 
therefore Jethro required 'this in a Magiſtrate, 
viz. That he ſhould be a Man of Courage, 
and Job, ſpeaking of ſuch a one, tells us, be broke 
the Jaws of the Wicked, and pulled the ſpoil out 
of his Teeth. 

4. Judges at the firſt were to be Men that 
feared God, a Vertue very requiſite in all Ma- 
giſtrates,and therefore the Wicked, the Wrong- 
doer, the Oppreſlor, and ſuch as do Violence, ' 
are in the Scripture, ſaid, to have no fear of 
-God before-their Eyes, and Abraham deſpaired 
of any Juftice inithe Men of Gerar, becauſe 
-he-thonght the Fear of God was not in that 
Place. The Fear of God, ſays Solomon, is the be- 
Lining of Wiſdom, and *tis the Fountain of 
Juſtice, this -was urged .by Moſes, and re- 
peated by good- Fehoſhaphat, 2 Chron. 19.6. Take 
:beed what - ye do': for | ye Judge not for Man, but for 
the Lord; who is' with. you in the Judgment, Where- 
fore now, let the fear -of the Lord be upon you, take 
tbeed and i it:' for there-is no iniquity inthe Lord 
as ol, or jet of \ Peſo, or ng of 
Gifts. | | 
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q- Judges at the firſk were to be Lovers of 
Fryth, chey ſhould make! it their buſineſs, 
and count it their Delight to do: Juſtice, and 
not only thould they be Lovers of Truch 
themſelves, but difcountenance. Fraud: and. 
Deceit in all othets, fuch- as falle- Agcufations, ' 
falſe Witneffes, crafty and cunning Pleaders, 
by whom a bad Cauſe is made a good one ; 
and in fome others, we all know, Malice,Flat- 
tery, Ambition, Covetouſneſs, exc. are apt to 
ive being to many falſe and unjuſtAccuſations, 
and the Inventors and Teachers of ſuch Accu- 
fations, are cunning, and uſe many Arts and 
Tricks to give them. the Eolour and face of 
Truth. Now the Magiſtrate, as a Lover of 
Truth,ſhould be jealous and ufe his utmoſt skill 
and induſtry in all ſuſpicious Cauſes, to ſift and 
bolt out the Truth, and make all ſuch as have 
a hand in ſuch unjuft Cauſes, all informing, 
promoting, pettifogging Raſcals, Examples 
of his Severity ; not in the leaſt encouraging 
any ſuch make-bates, who are the plague and 
peſts of the Nation, the btosd of Can, who 
ſlew his Brother, and Children of the Devil, 
who is ſtyled the Acculer of the Nation, who 
was a Lyar and a Murtherer from. the be- 


ginning. 
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Laſtly, Jpdges at the firſt, were to be Men 
hating Coveroulneſs, Exod. 23. 8. Thou ſhglt 
take no Gift : for the Gift blindeth the Eyes, and 
perverteth the words of the righteous, Oh the mar- 


veilous Power of 'Mony! Oh powerful 


Guineas, -that -work- upon Men, yea Men of 
Wiſdom, and Men that are Righteous, ſtop- 
ping their Ears, blinding their Eyes,and hiding 
their: Heads, : that they neither hear, nor {ee,nor 
a&t jaſtly in a Cauſe; and thoſe Judges who 
will receive Bribes, or may be dealt with 
or -ſpoken to in their Chambers, do not 
reſpe& -the Cauſe of the ſaid innocent 
Perſon, nor the Law bur Gifts ; I might in this 
be large, but enough if not too much, becauſe 
I ſpeak to theſe, who,I hope,deteſt and abhor all 
ſuch vile PraCtices, and may we be ſo happy 
as to bave no corrupt Officers, no pact Jury, or 
any other who will receive a reward to per- 
vert Judgment, and get the day of their Ad- 
verſary,' when his Cauſe is more righteous 
then theirs, thus much I have ventured to ſay of 
Judges as at the firſt, in general ; word or two 
of Judges as at the firſt, 'in reference, to this 
Nation -in.particular. ; 
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. 1. Then Judges as at the firſt muſt be law-' 
fully Conſticuted, being Commiſlion'd by the 
Sovereign Power,and theirGommiſlion extends 
to hear and determine all Cauſes between 
Party and Party, and alſo between the King 
and the Party depending, to Acquit or Con- 
demn all ſuch Priſoners, as for any Offences a- 
gainſt their Majeſty's Crown and Dignity ſhall 
be brought before them : So that their Com- 
miſſion is large and abſolute, they having Au- 
thority by Vertue of their Commiſſion, as in 
the Perſon of our Sovereign, to judge in Cauſes 
that do concern the Life and Death of the 
Subjet. And all this that Juſtice may by them 
receive a full, ſound and perfect Executien, 
Now note they are to aft as their Commiſſi- 
on, ſaith the Lord Coke, doth appoint, li- 
mit and command : We then, ſays he, the Jus 
ſtices of Afſſize and Goal Delivery, are by his , 
Majeſty appointed. to Adminiſter Juſtice unto 
his Subjects, but quo modo, not according to our _ 
Will, Conceit or Opinion, but Secundum Le- 
gem Q& Conſuetudinem Manerie Anglicane, which 
Law, Cuſtom and Manner muſt be Executed 
with Judgment, Underſtanding and Equity 
for we muſt know our ſelves, and the place 
Whexein we are,.'we. muſt know. and under- 
$4 D ſtand 
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and each Cauſe before us brought, and -4c- 
cording to our Knowledge and Underſtanding 
we mult uprightly judge according to Equity, 
without, in the leaſt fort, being drawn by 
reſpeting either Perſon, or Quality, to bear a 
partial Hand in the Execution of Judpment, 
Briefly, ſays he, the Office of a Judpe is to 
hear each Party ſpeak ſolemnly, to. anſwer or 
object dire&ly, to lee (as near as may be poſſi» 
ble) each Truth ſubſtantially proved,and then 
to Judge with an upright Heart, according to 
Juſtice and LR, never in_ any one thing 
making a concluſion before a conſcionable, 
wiſe and judicial conſideration. As to the Cau- 
ſes they are to enquire of, they ate, ſays he, 
fuch as theſe by whom che King is moſt diſs 
obeyed, his Eſtate diſturbed, and Kingdoms 
thteatned, and that the Peace be inviolablykepr, 
of which and much more you may ſee in the 
Chapter of Judzes, and. among the reſt, that 
they take care of Religion, and therefore Judges 
as at the firſt, as I could inſtance in'ſeveral Char- 
ges, . were wont to let thoſe who heardthem, 
know,that they ought co be very careful in fixch 
Marcters. Andhere of a plain. InfttuQtar 1 be< 
come a humble Petirioner to the Reverend 
Judges, to the Worſhipful the Jaſtives,' to- the 


Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen of theGrandinqueſt,and all in Places 
of Eminency, in the behalf of the Eſtabliſh'd 
Religion of the Land, againſt her many, and 
{omerimes too powerful Enemies; I hope, need 
not, to you at leaſt, make mention of thoſe 
Maxims, of our Common-Law, that nunquan 
proſpere ſuccedunt bumana, ubi negliguntur divina, 
that ſumma eſt ratio que pro religione facit, that 
gravius eſt divinam quam temporalem ledere Majeſta- 
tem, that Religion and Juſtice are the main 
Pillars of the Cammon-wealth, and that the 
Frame of' our Magna Charta is, that the Church 
of England ſhall be free, and ſhall have all 
her whole Rights and Liberties inviolable. 
Laſtly, That his preſent Majeſty hath ſworn 
- to maintain the Church England, as it is by Law 
Eſtabliſhed, now I beſeech you according to 
theſe Maximns, and as you are intruſted with 
the Kings Oath, and are bound to att accord- 
ing.to Law, maintain the Church by Law 
Eſtabliſhed, againſt all her Adverſaries whatſo- 
ever, and chiefly [ intreat you, againſt Atheiſts, 
Haters of Epiſcopacy, and Contemners of our 
publick Liturgy. Firſt, lend your helping 
hand againſt all choſe Achieſts, who make a 
mock art Religion, and all that is Sacred, or 
but Serious amongft us; neither you, nor we,can 
| 2 make 
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make Men truly Pious, or baniſh Impiety ont 
of the Nation ; but you may, yea ought to be, 
careful of Religion; as that which is the beſt 
Security.t6) the Nation, ſince neither Forts nor 
Caſtles, Armies nor Navies, Arms nor Amu- 
nition, Men nor Money,to ſay nothing of Allies 
and Confederates, the Staff of Fgypt,are not ſo 
powerful to ſupport the Crown of a Prince as 
Religion. You are here in the Kings Name,and 
act by his Commiſſion ; ler me intreat you 
then to at undet him as Defenders of the Holy 
Ancient and moſt Catholick Faith, taught and 
profeſt in this Church of England ; ſuffer not this 
holy Religion to be deſpiſed, let not this be 
openly derided, droll'd upon, ridicul'd or 
turd ' into Burleſque and Mockery, as if. 
our Young Squire, and Witty Spark, had no 
way to ſhew his Wit and Breeding then by 
expoling the Clergy, and making 2 Ridicule of 
Religion, who indeed (how witty ſoever he 
thinks himſelf) is a greater Fool, then he in the 
P/almiſt, ſaying in the Street, what he only did in his 
Heart, there is no God. As to. the ſecond, thoſe 
who are ſworn Enemies to Epiſcopacy, and 
never had good Will for Biſhops unlels when in 
their Power;l know you cannot perſwade them 
to-lay aſide thoſe ill and unjuſt Principles they 
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have unwazily imbibed from ſome Teachers, 
much leſs per{wade them to admit of this Go- 
vernment as Apoſtolical ; -but I hope, you will 
not ſuffer any bitter Spirit, in Pulpit, or Preſs, 
to burſt forth intv Scandalous and Slanderous 
Libels, bitter Paſquels and railing Pamphlets, 
whereby they Slander that Sacred Government, 
which (by the joynt Confeſſion of all Reform- 
ed Divines) and by the molt irrefragable Argu- 
ments of our own, is proved to derive it lelf 
from the Times. of the Bleſſed Apoſtles, with- 
out any interruption or alteration ; for tho the 
Bounty of Religious Princes have thought meet 
to grace the Function with ſome Acceſles of - 
Tithes and Maintenance, as yet they are by 
Law in this Nation, who that is Wiſe, or who 
indeed, but a Fool, will thence argue, that the 
\ubſtance or any eſſential Part thereof is in the 
leaſt part altered by ltich gracious Manificence? 
And that I may not ſeem to digreſs, know E- 
piſcopacy isſerled by Law, and the Lord Coke 
long ago obſerved, that the Oppolers of Epiſ- 
copacy ſtrove'to thake in {under the whole 
Frame of this Imperiil Government ; for if 
(as they deſire) ſays he, the Form of our Civil 
Law wasAbrogated,then ſhould our Common 


Law, and it of neceſſity, fall together ; for 
they 
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they are ſa. Woven and Incorporated together, 
as that without the one, the other cannot ftand, 
and of this he gives the truelt inſtance,again,ſays 
he, without the Grave Aſſembly of theReverend 
Biſhops, his Majeſties High Court of Parlia- 
ment ſhould be unfuraiſh'd, no Law being 
there enacted, but that which is by the King, 
his Lords Spiritual and Temporal, concluding 
that thoſe that would have no Biſhops amongſt 
us, do, in their deſigns, ſtrive to pluck from his 
Majeſty and the Dignity of his State, the 
Right Hand of Government, and as much as 
in them lies, break in ſunder the Golden Frame 
of juſt Authority ; for if no Biſhops, no Laws; 
it no Laws, no King. 

Laſtly, As to her Enemies who contemn and 
deride qur Litany, that Public Form of Pray- 
er, uled in our Churches, tho you cannot per- 
{wade Men to Worthip God in Unity and Uni- 
formicy, as was commanded in the days of 
Queen of Elizabeth of Bleſled Memory, yet 
Tuffer not the Public and Eftabliſhed Worſhip 
of the Nation,to be deprived of its due Honour 
and Eſteem, as that which being ſele&ted out 
of Scripture, and che Antient Models of hol 
Church, and .continued by the holy Mar- 
tyrs, our blefled Reformers, and hath -received 
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ab Supples of Strength from the zea-- 
lous ,Comtnendations of, all our Proteſtant 
Princes, and the Eſtabliſhment of many. Parlia- 
ments, as that which was the happy means of 
bringing many out of! Popery, and does, in a 
great meaſure, prevent that Confuſion, T aitos 
logy, Irteverence, not to ſay Blaſphemiy, too 
frequent in extemporary Prayer ;in a word,gyo 
you cannot perſwade all Men to frequent the 
Church of England's Rehigious Seryice, | and 
to live in Communion with it yet 'afſfure-your 
ſelves ye ſhall do eminent Service 'to God, to. | 
their Majeftys, to the whole Nation, and'in a 
great meaſure contribute: to her Peace and Safe» 
ty,it ye in-your ſeveral Stzions; by your Grave 
Speeches andPious Example ſhall in-publie,and!' 
when occaſion is offered, make it. your bufineſs 
earneſtly to. recommend. the Wellfare, Order 
andConſtitution of this: Chwrch;as that which'is 
agreeable ro-the Scripture, and: che Practices 
of che-pureft Ages inthe Chriftian Church, as. 
that, which has been look'd : upon, and has 
-proved-the: miain 1Bulwark :of :the':Reformas 
cion- againſt Popery wall Ages ; and thetefore 
is that, againſt whichRome hath ever ſo: bitters 
ly inveigh'd, and by Power arid Fraud:labour? 
e&toroventnowyas' thatxlthich beft-fulrs with 
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the Civil Government, neither - encroaching 


upon the Kingy Prerogative, nor the Peoples 
Liberty,as happens both from thePopes Supre- 
macy and the Kirks Independency, no Cannon 
can be made in England, but by the Conſent and 
Authority of the King, nor any ſo madeis of 
force, if contrary tothe Laws of the Land, as 
thag Conſtitution which is moſt agreeable to 
F:unins of the Nation, and Temper of 
Engliſhmen ; there being no other ſort of Church 
Goverament, ſo well pleafing to the generality 
..of the People, as this ; for whatever Conſtitu- 
tion (of all the contending -Parties of this Na» 
tion) ſhould chance to get uppermoſt, it would 
have more Enemies then this has ; and ſo une 
leſs we would have none, and nothing but 
Confuſion, we ought in Point of - Pruderice 
to ſtick to this ; for tho it hath had; and Oh ! 
Rilt hath, many and great Oppoſers, yet hath 
ic keptits grgund 3 nor could all the Force and 
Fraud. of Rome quite overpower her : For this 
Church, which regularly ſhoke off the Roman 
Yoak, watering-the: infaft ;. Plant: with - her 
Blood, hath - for: /above a. hundred Years 
been upheld by the unwearied- Pains and great 
Learning of the :Prelatic Party, nor can' the 
- World ſhew ſuch: ftrengrh-:of Argument and 
SH Solid 
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as in the Writings of the Church of England 
Men ; again, that ?cis a Conſtitution cxpabl of 
preſerving it ſelf, not '-pragwatical, like the. 
Conclave or Confitory, to Arraign Kings and 
States, and make the Aﬀembly or Conclave 
above the Patliament': Yet. her | 'Superiors 
have by Law-an undoubred Right to be pre- 
ſent at thoſe Debates, :and the making thoſe 
Laws which concern the 'good'of the People, 
and ſoin a great meaſure able.to provide a- 
gainſt -any that attempt her Ruin; again, 
as thar Conſtitution 'which is not only good at 
home, but prais'd and admired 'by all Foreign 
Churches abroad 3' as' the Honour as well 
as Defence--of the whole Reformation : 
And Laſtly, as *that which hath fecured to .us 
our Laws, Liberties and Lives, theſe being 
the Men, who dared'to' oppoſe. (tho mo- 
deftly) the Diſpenſing Power, 'and would not 


yield with the Trimmer, nor be wheadled 


with the Diſtenter, 'to'fet up Pgpety and Arbi- 
trary Power ; and therefore I hope every good 
Magiſtrate and -confiderate Engliſh-man. (tho 
they bear with the Infirmities 'of the weak 
where ſuch are) will. yer have an'Eye to all 
{xn thoſe 
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thoſe. wbo have any ilt will at Siav, and ſuch” 
wo Boker oacia dc ag rw 
with Axes andFlammers,thatiabour-with might 
and tial, to render the Church of. px ou 
dious in. che Eye. of "the. Praphe, and. with | 
both hands calf Fire into. the. SanQuuary,: ene. 
deavouring by: ill - and uatoward - Speeches. 
$0 alienate the Hearts and AﬀeRions of the 
People from the Church of Buglend, and to 
raiſe Scandals upon all that. at. this day (ball 
ak, or write in: Her. juſt Defence, loading 
e.Cooformable Clergy with Cagtemapt, and; 
as far as they dare,cxpoling,themia- all Compa- 
gies, as well knowing if they-can bur- eject the 
berd, of. dreſs, him, up ia a- Wolves Skin, 
6 task is not great,the wholeFlack.beigg'then . 
an eaſty Preyzbut | hope we have Judges as at the 
firſt, and the King wilk have Counſellors as at: the 
beyinning, then who willlay. tha we want any: 
ordinary andlegal Secuatty, to make us Happy. 
Oh ! may all. our Magiſtrates prove ſuch, and. 
may ve all ac} and. liye. as. they: dire us. 
Then may this Nation;again take. root. downs, 
wud; and bear fruit, upwards,. then! mays 
keland be rednc'd,, and: the. Monſieur tremble, 
and we be happy at-home, agd feared abroad, 
| | Qh ! 
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Oh! may we thus live under the Prote&tion of 
2 Wife and Fult Government, eacing the Fruir 
of owe Labour ! Oh * weltare we, 2nd happy 
ſhalt we' be; yea, bappy are the People char 
are in ſuich-a Caſe;To that end,and for the con-- 
tinuance of theſe hisMercies, let us in the words 
of our Church (in the Homily for Obedience). 
heartily thank God for his great and excellent 
Benefit and Providence concerning Kings, let 
us pray for them, that they may have Gods | 
Favour and ProteCtion, that they may ever in- 
all things have God to be their Guide, let us. 
pray, that they may have Wiſdom, Juſtice, | 
Strength, Clemency and Zeal to Gods Glo- 
ry; the Good: of Chriſtian Souls, and the- 
Commonwealth ;. let us uy they may _ 
rightly.uſe their Sword and Authority for the 
Maintenance and Defence' of the Catholic. 
Faith, and of their good and* honeſt Subjets ; . 
and let us pray-for ous ſelves, that we may be. 

odly in Holy and Chriſtian Converſation,and 
[4 {ſhall we have God on our ſide; and thenler- 
us not fear whatMan can do unto us; ſoſhall we - 
live in Obedience both to -our moſt Merciful 
King in Heaven, and to our moſt Chriſtian | 
King on Earth ; .ſo ſhall we pleaſe God, have 


Peace-- 
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Peace of Conſcience, Reſt and Quiet here, and 
Eternal Bliſs hereafrer, Which he grant us. 
all; -who was delivered-to death for us; and is: 
now-ſet down at the Right hand of God'in 
Heayen, | by bt va 


